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How do groups coordinate their 
actions in a successful performance? 
This question is essential not only for 
music ensembles, but also for 
workplaces and organizations in 
general with regard to performing any 
group task. 
 
In this conversational lecture, we 
build on our study of music 
performance and of performing work 

in firms, respectively. We consider the 
different mechanisms ensembles and firms use to coordinate the actions of their 
members. We especially focus our attention on one mechanism that appears to play 
an important role in both contexts, i.e., routines. In this lecture, we explore the 
emergence, prerequisites, role, and implications of routines from the perspectives of 
a music philosopher and an organization scholar. 
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